
Think you can’t afford to come to MMA?  
Check out these great  

Fundraising ideas! 
 

                                                         The Music Ministry Alive! Team is committed to helping you reach your  
                                                        goal of attending MMA 2016. We will work with you and help to support 
                                                    you as best as we are able. The rest is up to you. It will require some work on  

                                                 your part, but we guarantee your MMA experience will be all the more rich when  
                you invest your time in one or more of these fundraising ideas.  

 
Utilize the gifts around you. You may not believe this, but do you make a difference to your parish, school and 

local community. They want to support you in ways that you may not even be able to imagine. 
 

Tips for before you begin:  
 

� Be sure to be clear about your goals.  
� Do you need both the flight and registration fees, and for how many people?  
� Will your parish or school match the funds you raise?  
 
� Get adult supporters in place. Meet with your pastor, principal, teacher, music director or a really 

enthusiastic adult to clearly define what you need, your fundraising ideas, and what kind of 
support you most need from them. 

 
� Write out a clear “ask” statement so that if you go before a school board, parish council, or music 

department you are articulate, polite and well organized in what you are asking. 
 

� Be grateful, for any support you get: volunteer hours, monetary gifts, flight miles, use of space, 
 presentation time slot, etc. Always say “thank you,” and send thank you cards. 
 
� Always follow-up after MMA. Share the experience in a letter, in a presentation at your school, 

during youth group or music rehearsal, or a presentation during mass. This allows those who 
supported you to see the fruits of their gift! If you can share at mass, it would be great if there 
was some sort of hospitality after mass, where you could continue to share the stories, perhaps 
sing a song you learned at MMA. 

 
On to the ideas! 
 
B Taking Stock In the Future This is an easy and effective program to offer to your parish community. 
Community members are invited to purchase stock certificates for the cause. You could sell the shares for $ 25 – 
$ 30 a share. You, your music director, or pastor, can make the invitation at mass for a few weekends. The 
contributors are actually given a stock certificate, and a hand written thank you card from the student(s). Before 
leaving for MMA you hold a short “Stockholders” Meeting, (maybe after mass) where these folks and can hear 
from you, and the rest of your MMA travelers, about what most you are looking forward to learn, what most you 
are looking forward to bring back to the community, and a little bit about who you are, who they have invested 
in. Maybe you all share a song to begin the meeting. Be sure to have treats at the gathering. After MMA, have a 
“Stockholders” celebration where you all get to share your thanks and gratitude for the experience. Perhaps one 
or all the MMA’ers could share about their experience. Share a song and be sure to have snacks. 
 



B An MMA Money Wall We would suggest that you either do the above “Stock” idea, or this one, not 
both in the same year at your community. Find an area in your gathering space or somewhere prominent at your 
school, where you could display a beautiful poster about what you are asking for, perhaps with pictures of each 
youth or adults wanting to attend the program. On the wall next to it, place 100 (or more) envelopes each with a 
climbing dollar figure on them. ($1, $2, $3…$ 100.00) If all 100 envelopes get taken, you would raise $ 5,128.00. 
If you put up 200 envelopes you could raise close to $ 20,000.00. Maybe you don’t need that much for this year. 
You could ask your parish leaders to put any extra into a fund that could allow for future MMA’ers to attend. 

	  
B Hold a Parish Dinner Sell tickets to the dinner, invite local restaurants or parents to donate food, 
plates, napkins, etc. During the event, MMA’ers could introduce themselves and share what most they are 
looking forward to, what they want to bring back to the community, etc., and share a few songs for the people. 
Involve your entire music group, especially those who not yet old enough to attend. This can get them excited 
for the future. After MMA, be sure to ask if you all can share your experience either in a letter for the bulletin or 
by sharing at mass. Don’t forget to thank the community, especially those who came to the dinner. 
 
B Hold a Car Wash If your school or church is centrally located in your community, hold a car wash 
where people can donate as they drive up. This event would need lots of volunteers. You could also run the car 
wash this way: make big signs that say Get Your Car Washed Free Today, Compliments of St. ____ Parish 
Community. Your parish community members would be invited to make pledges, like $ 1 per car, or more. 
Then, if you wash 50 cars, that member would donate $ 50.00. You can even ask if the parish as a whole would 
match the donations. This is also a great way for your parish to be more connected to the local community. 
 
B MMA Golf Tournament If there is a local golf course in your area, go and visit them (when the snow 
melts, for some of you) at the same time, see if you can make an announcement to the folks of your community 
about running a golf tournament during the early spring to raise money. Ask if any are members at a particular 
club and see if they would help to organize it.  
 
B MMA Hospitality-Bag and Carry Go to your local grocery store and ask if they would allow you to 
both bag and carry out their customer’s groceries. If they will allow this, be sure to have a big MMA sign with 
something like this: Enjoy the hospitality of the MMA students of St. _____ Parish. They are here to bag 
and carry your groceries to your car!  Be sure to have donation cans and make flyers to pass out, with 
“Opportunities to Support Us” like information about MMA, include our website., information about your 
parish and how they can help to make your MMA dream a reality.  

	  
B MMA Benefit Concert after all, you are all musically talented. Have a short concert where you charge 
admission of $ 10 per person. Share about 12 songs (tops) and be sure to have one or two of the MMA’ers share 
about why they want to go to MMA, etc. Have a simple reception where you could sell donated handmade crafts 
or baked goods. If you hold it on a Sunday afternoon or following the Saturday afternoon mass it may be most 
successful. If you try this event be sure to practice, practice, practice before hand and publicize like crazy! Be 
sure to get the support of your parish leaders on this. This is a great event to ask the parish to match funds. 
 
 
	  

If you have any other great ideas that you have used, please send them to us at our 
musicministryalive@gmail.com email address and we will add them to the list! 


